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INTRODUCTION

There can be no better place to play competitive golf than at SHAPE.  Those SGA members who avail themselves of Associate membership of RGCH and Mont Garni are encouraged to take part in all RGCH and Mont Garni competitions and can also represent the Clubs in Belgian Federation Tournaments. They can also play in the many SGA competitions that are organised throughout the year. I hope you take advantage of this great opportunity.

Our SGA competitions are open to all SGA members be they Associate, Semainier (only available at RGCH) or Green Fee paying members
.  As in previous years, SGA members with a * handicap are ineligible to compete in SGA and RGCH/Mont Garni sponsored competitions.  Most competitions carry a nominal entry fee (normally €5.00) with most costs offset by the very generous support of our many sponsors.  Competitions are central to our objective of engaging with fellow golfers from our area and offer the chance to win some handsome prizes…as well as an opportunity to reduce your handicap!

Following on from our integration into both local clubs, I would like to open competitions, on a case by case basis, to club members from RGCH and Mont Garni.  This will swell our numbers and encourage greater participation in all competitions.

The SGA competitions run throughout the year and tend to follow a set schedule.  Some are purely internal to SGA but the majority are joint ventures with RGCH and Mont Garni, where SGA takes on responsibility for the organisation and administration of the event.  This handbook sets out the history of these events, explains their format and offers an insight into some of the opportunities that await golfers at SHAPE.  As veteran SGA golfers can attest, the “competitive golf” as outlined in this handbook provides superb organisation and fun in non-threatening formats.  It is competitive golf with a small ‘c’; the fun is in taking part not necessarily in winning!

This SGA Competitions Handbook is intended to complement the SGA Handbook and will be reviewed annually and agreed as the template for the following year’s competitions at the SGA Annual General Meeting (AGM).  Together will the SGA Constitution, these documents remain the definitive source of information for SGA members. 
Enjoy your golf!
SGA Captain
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GLOSSARY OF TERMS
This is not intended to be an exhaustive list of definitions.  However, it does attempt to define some of the more common golfing terms and especially those that apply to SGA members playing at RGCH and Mont Garni.  Cross references are shown in italics.

Comitė Sportif

Le Comitė Sportif de RGCH is responsible for the administration of the playing side of RGCH. Inter alia it oversees the maintenance of the course and the administration of the club competitions. SGA have a representative on the committee.

Four Ball

A round played by four players each playing their own ball.  They can play individually, in pairs against each other or as a team of four against other teams.  See also Four Ball Better Ball.

Four Ball Better Ball (4BBB)

A pairs competition played by two pairs of players each playing their own ball.  On each hole the pairs record the score of their better ball.  It is normal to play 4BBB in Matchplay format against the other pair with strokes being taken from the lowest handicapped player in the group.  However, the format can also be used in Strokeplay and Stableford formats.

Foursomes

A team competition, in which two players play only one ball, by taking alternate shots.  Before play commences the players must decide who will drive on the odd numbered holes and who will drive on the even numbered holes.  Alternate shots are played until the ball is holed out.

 Note: If a player drives out of bounds it is his partner who will play the next shot (under penalty of one stroke) from the tee.  This does not affect the order in which subsequent tee shots are played. 

Greensomes

A Foursomes competition in which both players drive from the tee before selecting the ball in play.  Normal Foursomes rules apply thereafter.

Handicap

A player’s handicap is established as the average number of strokes that he can expect to play over par.  It is officially established at a player’s home club.  New members of the SGA may arrive with an official handicap certificate from their previous club in which case this will establish their initial SGA handicap.  Alternatively, they may submit 3 cards to the SGA Handicap Director.  At RGCH a player has an exact handicap and a playing handicap. 

Handicap Allowance

The number of strokes given and received in a competition is known as the handicap allowance and will vary according to the scope and nature of the competition (ie Strokeplay or Stableford, singles or pairs etc).  For the joint SGA/RGCH competitions that are sponsored by SGA, we adopt the handicap allowances that are currently applicable to competitions held under the auspices of the Belgian Federation.  In competitions that are purely internal to the SGA, the Tournament Committee has the discretion to apply whatever handicap allowance it sees fit.

Handicap, Exact

The exact number of strokes (expressed to one decimal place) that a player can expect to play over par.  See also Handicap.

 Handicap, Playing

A player’s exact handicap modified by the Slope Rating which determines the number of strokes he may receive during a round.  See also exact handicap and handicap. 

Matchplay

A form of competition played head to head, hole by hole. It can be played as individual Singles, a Foursome or Four Ball-Better Ball.  The side taking the least number of strokes wins a hole.  A hole is halved if the opponent(s) take an equal number of strokes.  The match is won when one side has won more holes than there are holes left to play.  In knockout competitions only, and when the match is all square after 18 holes, extra holes may be played until such time as a hole is won outright.

Matchplay Conventions

Handicaps are usually applied with strokes being conceded by the better player.  The number of strokes to be conceded will be determined by the rules of the competition.

In a 18-hole competition played at RGCH where the handicap difference is an even number the strokes given are divided equally between the front and back nine.  Where the handicap difference is an odd number the odd stroke is taken on the front nine.

Players of the same sex should play from the same tee.  The rules for the competition will stipulate whether the back or forward tees are to be used.  

Note: In matches played under Belgian Federation rules it is possible that players of the same sex may play off different tees according to handicap.

The honour on the first tee is determined by the draw for the competition (in competitions against other clubs the home side takes the initial honour).  Thereafter, the honour goes to the player or side who won the previous hole. 

A hole should be conceded when a player considers that he has no reasonable chance either to win or halve it.  This keeps the match flowing.

A player may “give” a putt (a “gimme”) which he feels his opponent would hole.  The offer to concede a hole or putt, once given, cannot be withdrawn.

Scramble

A team competition usually played as a 4-ball but sometimes as a 3-ball.  All players play from the tee and the most favourable ball is selected, marked and lifted.  All players except the player whose ball is selected play the second shot by placing their ball within 15cm/6in of the mark.  This procedure is repeated until the selected ball is on the green.  On the green all players putt.  Tap in putts cannot be taken until all other players have putted (if a tap in putt is taken it becomes the ball in play). 

Singles

An individual competition played by two, three or four players in a group where each player plays his or her own ball. 

Slope Rating

The system by which the difficulty of a particular course is assessed.  The slope rating index for each course is applied to a player’s exact handicap and determines the number of strokes he will receive when playing in a competition.  At RGCH there are different slope ratings for each combination of the 3 courses i.e. Bruyeres/Quesnoy; Bruyeres/Etangs; Quesnoy/Etangs.

Stableford Competitions

The scoring in Stableford competitions is made by points awarded in relation to the fixed score (par) at each hole, taking account of any handicap allowance, as follows:

Hole Played In



Points Scored
More than one over fixed score


0

One over fixed score




1

Fixed score





2

One under fixed score




3

Two under fixed score



4

Three under fixed score



5

Strokeplay (or Medal Play)

Players count the total number of strokes they have played hole by hole for an entire round, including all penalty strokes.  A player must hole out on every hole.  A player must have his scorecard marked by another player and is responsible for ensuring that the recorded score is correct.  Both the marker and the player must sign the scorecard.

Strokeplay can be played as individual Singles, a Foursome or Four Ball-Better Ball.  Individual singles or Foursome golf (where 2 balls are played and 2 cards are marked) is straightforward.  There is one score per hole and a cumulative score for the full round.  However, in a Four Ball-Better Ball competition the best score on each hole is recorded and these are added up to produce the cumulative score.

Teams Competitions

Competitions played by two or more people playing as a team.  Examples are pairs, foursomes, four-ball better ball

Three Ball

A round played by three players.

Two Ball

A round played by two players.

Winter Conditions

Preferred lies may be played for balls landing on the fairway (mark, lift and clean).  Off the fairway, only a ball which is plugged may be marked, lifted and cleaned. 
Part One   -   SGA Internal Competitions
WINTER ECLECTIC 2010/11
Background

The SGA organises and runs a Winter Eclectic competition at RGCH that will take place during the winter months as specified on the sign-up sheet.  The aim of the competition is to promote golf throughout the long winter months and to provide an opportunity for regular competitive golf throughout the off-season.

Format

Eclectic is a competition where you play a minimum of 3 and a maximum of 15 rounds of strokeplay golf (complete the hole) and count your best gross score at each of the 18 holes.  Your best score at a hole can be obtained in any of the 10 rounds; e.g. at hole 1 you may score 4, 4, 6, 3, 7, 4, 9, 3, 4 and 6 in the 10 rounds, your eclectic score at hole 1 would therefore be a 3.  The same applies at the other 17 holes.

A 9 hole card will be accepted for the purposes of the eclectic competition but will count as an 18 hole card i.e. 1 of the 10 rounds toward the final eclectic card.

Your Eclectic Total will be the total of the best score at all 18 holes.  For the gross competition the Eclectic Total will be your final score.  For the net competition, your full handicap will then be deducted from your Eclectic Total to obtain your final score. 
A reminder that competitors must indicate their participation in each of the fifteen rounds by declaring an eclectic round prior to playing.  Also, they are to play with a fellow SGA or RGCH Member who will authenticate and countersign the card at the end of the round.
 Completed cards are to be placed into the white SGA competition box (located on the wall to the right of the main entrance to the RGCH Clubhouse) immediately after play, and are to be clearly marked “SGA Winter Eclectic Competition”, signed, countersigned, and dated.  Failure to comply shall be deemed that no improvement on previous scores have been recorded.

Prizes will be awarded for both best Gross and best Net.  

Fees

There is no entry fee for this competition. 
SACEUR’S TROPHY
The Event 

The SACEUR’s Trophy events are individual Matchplay competitions which any member of SGA, male or female, can enter.  The competitions are played in 2 Divisions.  Players in Division 1 are restricted to a maximum handicap of up to 14.4 for men and 18.4 for ladies (Players who currently play off the back tees).  However, players with handicap greater than these may enter the Division 1 tournament, but will be allocated handicaps of 14 for men and 18 for ladies and will play from the back tees.  SGA members with handicaps of between 14.5-36 for men and 18.5-36 for ladies will play in Division 2 from the forward tees.  Both competitions will be a random draw made by the TD. 

The Format

An 18-hole singles matchplay competition.  Division 1 players play off the back tees: Division 2 players play off the forward tees.  Where matches are tied after 18 holes, the result will be decided by sudden death over extra holes with strokes received being taken as they fall.

Handicap Allowance

Slope rating index to be applied depending on which courses you are playing.
Timetable

The competition begins in April and must be completed before the SGA Annual General Meeting (AGM). 

Prizes

Winners and runners up of both divisions will receive prizes, which will be awarded at SGA annual prize giving following the AGM.
SGA SCRAMBLES
General

A Scramble is a team competition usually played as a 4 ball but sometimes as a 3 ball.  All players drive from the tee and the most favourable ball is selected, marked and lifted.  All players except the player whose ball is selected play the second shot by placing their ball within 15cm/6in of the mark.  This procedure is repeated until the selected ball is on the green.  On the green all players putt.  Tap in putts cannot be taken until all other players have putted; if a tap in putt is taken it becomes the ball in play.

The Scramble Organiser is at liberty to vary the scramble rules and format as they wish, with the aim of introducing more fun and enjoyment for all participants.

On Thursday evenings from April to October there is a weekly SGA 9 hole Fun Scramble at RGCH. Tee times are normally between 1630 to 1800hrs, depending on light and time of year.  Just turn up to play – we will put you in teams.

Note: RGCH members are also welcome to play in the scrambles. 
One Scramble per year will be conducted at Mont Garni, and will be arranged by the SGA Scramble co-ordinator in liaison with the SGA/Mont Garni representative.

Team Handicaps

(Note: individuals need not worry about these calculations, as they are done by the organiser of the day!)

4 Ball.  The handicaps of the 4 players are added together and divided by ten to produce a team handicap to the nearest decimal point.  (For example 4 players with the following exact handicaps are put into a team: 10.6; 19.6; 20.4; 35.3.  These handicaps are rounded up (or down) as follows: 11 + 20 + 20 + 35 = 86.  Divided by 10 and rounded to the nearest decimal point this produces a team handicap of 8.6)

3 Ball.  The handicaps of the 3 players are added together and divided by three.  This produces a notional handicap for the “4th player”.  The handicaps of these 4 players are then added together and divided by ten to produce a team handicap to the nearest decimal point. 

(For example 3 players with the following exact handicaps are put into a team: 10.6; 19.6; 20.4; Rounded up and down as appropriate and divided by 3 this produces a notional handicap for the “4th player” of 17 i.e. 11 + 20 + 20 = 51 divided by 3 = 17.  The 4 handicaps are then added together (68) divided by 10 and rounded to the nearest decimal point to produce a team handicap of 6.8)

Tee Shots

Players play from the appropriate tee box according to handicap (less than 14.4, back tees: greater than 14.4, front tees) and Ladies follow the same rule depending on handicap.

18 hole competition.  In a 4 ball, each team member must contribute a minimum of 4 and a maximum of 5 drives.  In a 3 ball, each team member must contribute a minimum of 5 and a maximum of 7 drives.

9 hole competition.  In a 4 ball, each team member must contribute a minimum of 2 drives.  In a 3 ball, each team member must contribute a minimum of 2 and a maximum of 4 drives. 

3 Ball Variation

If playing as a 3 ball, all 3 players play every shot.

Ties

The team with the lowest handicap wins.

SPRING SCRAMBLE 
The Event

The Spring Scramble is the traditional start to the SGA competitive season and is played on a weekend in March or April.  Teams are made up of 3 or 4 persons which is dependant on the size of the entry.  Teams are put together by the Tournament Directors who will, as far as possible, ensure a fair distribution of handicaps.  The event is open to all SGA members and is followed by an informal lunch at the RGCH clubhouse.  The prize giving takes place immediately after the lunch. 
The Format

An 18-hole Team Scramble competition played under the SGA rules for Scrambles. 

Winter Conditions

A final decision will be made on the day by RGCH, but it is likely that preferred lies for balls landing on the fairway will be applied during the competition. 

If there are still winter greens in operation, then a ball which is lying within a standard putter’s length of the hole is automatically conceded. 

Prizes

The number of prizes that are awarded will depend upon the size of the entry and will be subject to the discretion of the Tournament Directors.

Ties 

The team with the lowest handicap wins.

Fees

There is an entry fee for the competition. 
SGA CLUB MATCHES
General

Throughout the season SGA play a number of matches against other military teams as well as teams from civilian clubs in the locality.  Any member of SGA in possession of a recognised handicap can play in these matches and indeed are positively encouraged to do so.  Details of the matches appear on the SGA notice boards in SHAPE building 101, At RGCH and on the SGA Website, and at Mont Garni as appropriate.. 

Team Selection

The team usually consists of 12 players.  Where appropriate, preference for the away matches is given to players who participated in the home match.  The Tournament Directors endeavour to ensure that everyone who has signed up to play for SGA during the season gets at least one competitive match. 

The Format

An 18-hole 4BBB matchplay competition.  Three points per match (one point for the front 9, one point for the back 9, one point for the match).

Fees

For home matches at RGCH, SGA players are responsible for their own green fees.  The green fees for away matches are usually covered by the hosting club.  For all matches – home and away - there is an SGA match fee of €25. 

Social

After each match there is a dinner.  All players are expected to attend these functions.  For our home matches we encourage the attendance of spouses (for whom there is an additional nominal charge) and when playing away our spouses are normally invited to attend the post match dinner (although this is always subject to confirmation).  

SGA normally hosts the visiting team to dinner; variations to the hosting policy are contained in the Tournament Directors guidelines.

Part Two   -   SGA Sponsored Competitions at RGCH
SPRING AND AUTUMN MEETINGS

(SGA v RGCH)
The Event

Twice a year, SGA play RGCH in a matchplay competition.  Although both matches are played at RGCH, the competition is played on a home and away basis, with RGCH hosting the Spring Meeting and SGA the Autumn Meeting.  The Spring Meeting is part of the traditional start to the SGA competitive season and is usually played in March or early April, usually one or two weeks after the Spring Scramble.  The events are open to all SGA and RGCH members and are followed in the evening by a dinner at the RGCH clubhouse, on a no-host basis (i.e. attendees pay for their own dinner).  The only exception for the dinner is that the “home” side may invite a small number of officials from the “away” side as guests, with floral offerings as appropriate, and SGA at the Autumn Meeting also invites main sponsors who have supported the SGA during the Season.  The prize giving takes place during the dinner.

The History

This event was established by General Lemnitzer (the 5th SACEUR). It is seen by SGA as being the most important of our golfing activities in terms of community relations with the Host Club.  The format has changed frequently to its present format where maximum participation is the preferred aim. 

The Format

An 18-hole 4BBB matchplay competition.  Three points per match (one point for the front 9, one point for the back 9, one point for the match).  The number of teams is limitless and is determined by the size of the smallest team.  A handicap limit applies (max 28/36) with higher handicap players competing in a separate Stableford competition.  Handicap allowance is 80% of strokes received with strokes being taken from the player with the lowest handicap.

The Result

The Spring and Autumn meetings are separate matches.  

Fees

There is no competition entry fee. 

Social

Formal dinner.  Dress is jacket and tie. 

MOGG BOWL/MOGG SHIELD
Event Format

The Mogg Competition is a joint SGA/RGCH event sponsored by SGA.  It is a Greensome Stableford Pairs competition played over 18 holes.  Handicap allowance is 45% of the combined strokes received.

The History

This event was initiated as a lasting tribute to General Sir John Mogg (DSACEUR 1973-76).  Tee times are arranged so as to ensure that, as far as possible, each 4 ball consists of a pair of SGA and a pair of RGCH players.  The Mogg Bowl is awarded to the SGA pair with the highest score; the Mogg Shield is awarded to the RGCH pair with the highest score.

Prizes

The number of prizes that are awarded will depend upon the size of the entry and will be subject to the discretion of the Tournament Directors.

Mogg Bowl – awarded to the highest placed pair from SGA

Mogg Shield – awarded to the highest placed pair from RGCH

Ties

The Belgian Federation rules on countback will apply.

Fees

There is a competition entry fee. 

Social

Vin d’honneur. 

JOULWAN CUP
Event Format

The Joulwan Cup is a joint SGA/RGCH event sponsored by SGA.  It is a 3 Ball Better Ball Stableford competition played over 18 holes with 2 scores counting on each hole. 

The History

This event was first played on 18 May 1997 as a lasting tribute to General Joulwan (SACEUR 1993-97) with the stated aim of promoting a spirit of cooperation and friendship between the members of SGA and RGCH.  

(Note: The General takes a great personal interest in the competition and returns every year to compete in the competition and present the prizes.  By tradition, the Committee arranges golf for General Joulwan on the day before the tournament and hosts him to dinner).

Team Selection

Each team of 3 must consist of at least one SGA and one RGCH member.  Entry is by teams.  If individuals wishing to play in the competition cannot manage to form a qualifying team they may enter as individuals (but not as two RGCH or two SGA members looking for a third player).  The SGA Tournament Director will then take all the individual names and assemble qualifying teams by random draw.  Exceptionally the defending champions may retain their complete team.  Then, and only then, will it be possible for teams consisting wholly of three SGA players or three RGCH players to be drawn. 

Scoring

An 18-hole 3 Ball Better Ball Stableford competition.  Handicap allowance is 80% of strokes received.  The team record the best 2 net Stableford scores per hole.  

Prizes

The number of prizes that are awarded will depend upon the size of the entry and will be subject to the discretion of the Tournament Directors.

Longest Drive or pro’s approach (men and women)

Nearest the Pin (men and women) 

The winning mixed team of RGCH and SGA players is awarded the Joulwan Cup

Fees

There is a competition entry fee. 

Social

Vin d’honneur. 

AKEHURST BOWL

Event Format

The Akehurst Bowl is an SGA/RGCH event sponsored by SGA.  It is an 18-hole Singles Stableford competition.  Handicap allowance is 100% of strokes received.  It is played in four Divisions.  The TD will decide the handicap range of each of the four Divisions after the close of entries in order as far as possible to achieve an equal number of players in each Division.  It is to be encouraged that groupings are to be mixed between RGCH and SGA members where possible.
The History

This event is played as a lasting tribute to General Sir John Akehurst who was DSACEUR between 1987 and 1990.  

Prizes

The number of prizes that are awarded will depend upon the size of the entry and will be subject to the discretion of the Tournament Directors.

The Akehurst Bowl is awarded to the SGA member with the highest number of Stableford points. 

Ties

The Belgian Federation rules on countback will apply.

Fees

There is a competition entry fee. 

Social

Vin d’honneur. 

GOODPASTER TROPHY
Event Format

The Goodpaster Trophy is an SGA/RGCH event sponsored by SGA.  It is a Pairs Better Ball Stableford competition played over 18 holes by teams consisting of one SGA and one RGCH member.  Handicap allowance is 80% of strokes received.

The History

This event is played as a lasting tribute to General Goodpaster who was the 6th SACEUR between 1969 and 1974.  The format has evolved over the years but it is traditionally followed by a BBQ organised by SGA. 

Team Selection

Entry is by teams.  Each team should consist of one SGA and one RGCH member.  Pre-arranged teams of this combination should be encouraged to sign up.  Where SGA individuals have signed up, they will be paired with an RGCH player by random draw and vice-versa.  It is unlikely that there will be equal numbers of SGA and RGCH members entering the competition.  Therefore, although the initial pairings will consist of an SGA and an RGCH member, the final pairs (who may be all SGA or all RGCH) will still be eligible for all prizes except the Goodpaster Trophy. 

Prizes

The number of prizes that are awarded will depend upon the size of the entry and will be subject to the discretion of the Tournament Directors.

The highest placed team consisting of one SGA and one RGCH player will be awarded the Goodpaster Trophy 

Ties:
The Belgian Federation rules on countback will apply.

Fees

There is a competition entry fee. 

Social

Vin d’honneur and BBQ.  Dress smart casual (i.e. no tie, no jacket and no jeans).

SGA CHAMPIONSHIPS (SGA MASTERS)
Lemnizter TROPHY & GOODPASTER CUP
The History

Until 2003, the SGA Championships were held over two days and 36 holes in late August at the RGCH.  The best gross score was awarded the Lemnitzer Trophy and the best net score was presented the Goodpaster Cup.  In 2003, SGA was persuaded to combine the championship with the RGCH Championship on a trial basis.  This is played off scratch and the best SGA finisher was awarded the Lemnitzer Trophy and a green jacket.  This, however, disqualified many SGA members from competing, especially those who were members of Mont Garni.  In order to recognize the importance of the event and the fact that it was no longer held over two days, it was decided to play all 27 holes of RGCH.  In 2006, the joint championship with RGCH was abandoned and the two competitions were held concurrently.

Event Format

This is a SHAPE competition held over 27 holes on all three courses of RGCH.  The format is strokeplay with full handicap allowance in accordance with the current RGCH slope rating.  All players will play from the championship tees: white for the men and blue for the ladies and will have handicaps and strokes adjusted according to the slope rating.  The Lemnitzer Trophy and a green jacket will be awarded to the SGA player with the best gross score.  The Goodpaster Cup and Green jacket will be awarded to the SGA player with the best net score.  RGCH members are also invited to enter this event; they may win any of the available prizes, but not trophies or the green jackets.
A separate 18 hole stableford event for all players in Divison 3 and others who do not wish to play in the main event will complement the Masters to allow maximum SGA competitors to participate in the day’s events.   
Prizes

In the main event there will be two divisions for the award of prizes while all SGA entrants will compete for the two trophies and green jackets:


Division 1 (mixed): handicaps 0-14.4

Division 2 (mixed): handicaps 14.5-24.4
With the exception of the Lemnitzer Trophy, prizes will be awarded on the basis of the best net scores.  Minor prizes such as the best score on each individual 9 holes for players outside the main prize-winners list, nearest the pin, and pro’s approach, will also be available.  
Division 3 (mixed): handicaps 24.5-36

Prizes will also be awarded (1st, 2nd and 3rd mixed, nearest the pin, and pro’s approach) in the 18 hole event.
Ties

The Belgian Federation rules on countback will apply.

Social

Immediately following the prize-giving ceremony there will be a vin d’honneur and buffet supper/BBQ. All competitors are encouraged to attend and should make their intentions for attendance known at sign-in when they pick up their cards. Dress code for the event is shirt and tie, without jacket, and the appropriate equivalent for the ladies.

THE WESLEY K CLARKE TROPHY (THE RYDER CUP)
Event Format

The Wesley K Clarke Trophy – more popularly known as the Ryder Cup - is an annual team competition run by the SGA for SGA and RGCH members and imitates the biennial competition played by the PGA professionals of the US and Europe.  It is a 4BBB Matchplay competition played over 18 holes between a team from North America (USA and Canada) and a team from Europe.  As there are no prizes awarded apart from the Ryder Cup itself, a shotgun start is recommended. 
Team Selection

The aim of the competition is maximum participation; therefore there is, in theory, no limit to the number of pairings in a team.  However, each side must have an equal number of players and, where there is an imbalance, the SGA tournament committee may or may not decide to organise a separate stableford competition for those who are not selected.  The SGA Committee will appoint two team captains who will have sole responsibility for team selection, team dress and pairings.  The team captains should be appointed well in advance, to allow time for “recruiting”.  The captains will produce to the Tournament Director the order in which they wish their pairings to play: the Tournament Director will combine the 2 lists and produce the order of play.

The Format

An 18-hole 4BBB matchplay competition.  Three points per match (one point for the front 9, one point for the back 9, one point for the match).  Handicap allowance is 80% of strokes received with strokes being taken from the player with the lowest handicap.  In the event of an overall tie, the holders of the cup will retain the trophy. 

Fees

No entry fee is charged for this match. 

Social

Vin d’honneur.

Chief of Staff’s Cup

SGA Mixed/Family Doubles Knockout Competition 

The Event 
The Chief of Staff’s Cup is a mixed/family doubles competition which any member of the SGA, male or female, can enter.  Each team composition must be either 1 male and 1 female or 2 members of the same family i.e. father & son, mother and daughter, husband and wife etc.  There will be no restriction on an individual’s handicap.
The Format

An 18-hole matchplay competition off the front tees on any 18 holes.  The course of the day should be played following consultation with the Secretariat of the Club.  Where matches are tied after 18 holes, the result will be decided by sudden death over extra holes with strokes received being taken as they fall.  

Entry will be by sign-up sheets and the competition must complete before the SGA annual dinner or AGM.  There will be a deadline for each round of the competition that must be adhered to.  Any matches not completed by the deadline date should be referred to the tournament organiser; this may result in both participants being disqualified.  The final decision will rest with the tournament organiser.
If there are insufficient entries for the competition to be played in the matchplay format a one off event will be scheduled later in the season.
Handicap Allowance

Slope rating index to be applied depending on which courses you are playing.
Shots will be taken from the lowest handicap player with all other players playing off handicaps resulting from the difference from the lowest player.
Timetable

The competition begins in April and must be completed before the SGA Annual Dinner / AGM. 

Prize Giving

The winner of the event wins the COS Trophy.  In addition, the winners and runners receive prizes.  

Part Three - SGA Charity Competition 

CHARITY CHALLENGE
Event Format

An 18-hole Singles Stableford competition.  Handicap allowance is full handicap allowance in accordance with the current RGCH slope rating.  Separate tournament for Men and Ladies, where the TD will decide the handicap range of each Divisions after the close of entries in order as far as possible to achieve an equal number of players in each Division.  It is to be encouraged that groupings are to be mixed between RGCH and SGA members where possible.
The History

Introduced in 2010 to coincide with the UK National Help for Heroes Challenge.  Currently top 6 mens and 4 ladies winning teams quality for finals events at premier golf courses in the UK.  This has quickly become one of the best supported events in the SGA calendar, and has raised large sums of money to worthy causes.   The HfH event is a sponsored event hosted by the SGA but with full RGCH participation. 

Prizes

The number of prizes that are awarded will depend upon the sponsorship and the size of the entry and will be subject to the discretion of the Tournament Directors.

Ties

The Belgian Federation rules on countback will apply.

Fees

There is a competition entry fee which is donated to the designated charity.
Social

Vin d’honneur, BBQ and Charity Auction.  
Part Four - Sponsored Competitions at Mont Garni

MONT GARNI TOURNAMENT

History

The Mont Garni Tournament was first introduced into the SGA programme in October 2004 to reflect the needs of the many SGA players who are members at Golf du Mont Garni and to provide an alternative venue for those who usually play at RGCH.   However, in 2009 due to a lack of sponsor the competition was not played.  In 2010, the competition was reintroduced as a single strokeplay event to coincide with Mont Garni’s ‘Open Week’.
Format

The Mont Garni Tournament is a singles strokeplay competition played over 18 holes at Golf du Mont Garni.  The field is divided into 3 divisions; comprising 2 men’s divisions divided by handicap and a separate ladies division.

Prizes

Prizes will be awarded:

1st, 2nd and 3rd Player in each Division

Longest Drive or pro’s approach (men and women)

Nearest the Pin (men and women)

Ties

The Belgian Federation rules on countback will apply.

SHAPE GOLF


ASSOCIATION








� But, Semainier and Green Fee members will normally have to pay a green fee – at SGA reduced rates - in addition to their entry fee. 





�   The organiser of the day may choose to vary the rules as they wish including handicap variations, tee shots etc.
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